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a very delicate test of tlie presence of aleohol In chloroform :—Place some dis¬ 
tilled water in a tube or glass, and drop on it a small quantity of chloroform. The 
grearer part sinks immediately to the bottom of the vessel, owing to its great den¬ 
sity, (sp.gr. 1-48.) A small quantity floats by repulsion, but maybe made to fall 
in small globules by agitation. If the chloroform be pure, it remains transparent 
at the bottom of the vessel; but if it contain only a small portion of alcohol, the 
globules acquire a milky opacity.”— Lancet , Jan. 8, 1848. 

9. Carvacrol a Cure for Toothache. —Dr. Bushnan in a notice in the Med. Times, 
(Jan. 8, 1848.) on the progress of German Medical Science, slates that this article 
applied on a piece of cotton to a decayed tooth, gives immediate relief. 

Carvacrol (C 26 H IS 0 2 = H0C 26 H 17 6), according to Piof. Schweitzer, is formed 
by the action of potassa, iodine, or hydrated phosphoric acid, upon oleum carui, 
ol. thymi; and, according to Claus, by the action of iodine upon camphor. Schweit¬ 
zer has shown that the product from camphor is the same as that obtained from 
the oil of caraway. 

Preparation. —1. 01. carui is to be distilled with hydrated phosphoric acid. The 
liquid that passes over is to be poured back into the ietort until it no longer retains 
the smell of the oil of caraway. The carvacrol separates itself in the form of an 
oil from the phosphoric acid. 

II. In the same way a saturated solution of iodine must be distilled with oil of 
caraway until no more hydriodic acid is formed. The red mass which remains in 
the retort must be operated upon by potash. The yellow solutionis to be distilled. 
Carvene (C'° H 8 ) passes over, and the carvacrol remains. It is to be purified by 
redistillation. 

III. Equal parts of camphor and iodine are to be rubbed together and distilled 
until no red vapour is given off. The black mass remaining in the retort contains 
carbon, resin, camphine, colophyue, iodine, and carvacrol; that in the receiver, 
camphine, colophene, carvacrol, and a little iodine and hydriodic acid, which, on 
standing, separates into two layers. The upper layer is to be distilled, and at 180° 
camphine passes over, while colophene and carvacrol remain. This is to be acted 
on by potash. The carvacrol may be obtained from the alkaline solution by the 
action of an acid and by distillation over purified lime.— (Claus). 

Carvacrol is an oily liquid, very similar to creasote, with a very unpleasant smell 
and strong taste. 

10. On the Purgative Effects of Scammony, and of Resin of Scammony, compared with 
those of Resin of Jalap —Dr. A. Wii.lemin has published in the Archives Generates 
(Aug. 1848), an account of some interesting experiments on this subject, instituted 
in the wards of M. llayer. From these experiments, 210 in number, M. VV. de¬ 
duces the following conclusions: 

1st. Aleppo scammony (of good quality), in a dose of 16 grains, usually pro¬ 
cures three or four evacuations. 

2d. There is no danger irt raising the dose to ^j or gr. xxiv; the purgative 
effect is not increased, and is often less than that produced by 16 grains. 

3d. The administration of the medicine with an acid, or the use of an acid 
drank afterwards, has no apparent effect. 

4th. The addition of an alkali does not render the action more energetic. 

5th. The resin of scammony , in a dose of eight grains, produces about the same 
purgative effect as 16 grains of scammony. The administration of 16 grains, is 
followed by less active purgation, which diminishes still further on raising the 
dose to 3j, or gr. xxiv. 

6th. The resin of scammony is more liable to excite a sensation of heat in the 
stomach and about the anus, than that of jalap. 

7th. The resin of scammony, in a dose of eight grains, is an excellent purgative. 
As we cannot foretell the amount of resin in the scammony of commerce, the resin 
itself is much to he preferred medicinally. 

8th. The resin of jalap, in a dose of eight grains, purges as effectually as a 
similar quantity of resin of scammony. 

11. Muriate of Opium .—Dr. J. G. Niciiol gives the following formula for this pre- 
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paration, which, he says, he has been in the habit of using for the last ten years, 
and extols it as superior to any other preparation of opium :— 

Take of the best powdered opium 3 ]; muriaiic acid §j; distilled water gxx. 
Mix. Shake the mixture very frequently every day, during fourteen days, then 
strain and filter. The dose is from twenty to forty drops.— Pharm. Journal. 


MEDICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS AND PRACTICAL 

MEDICINE. 

12. Naphtha in Consumption. —Dr. Theophilus Thompson made some remarks 
at the meeting of the Medical Society of London, (Dec. 20 , 1847,) on the use of 
naphtha in consumption. He had thought it his duty to ascertain, as far as lay 
in his power, the effects of this remedy at the Consumptive Hospital. With this 
view, having taken proper precautions to get the agent pure, and to give it as 
described by its admirers, he administered it in several cases. The conclusions 
arrived at by these experiments were as follows:—In the third stage of consump¬ 
tion it did positive mischief. In a few cases, when the bronchial tubes were 
affected, and there was much expectoration, it seemed to arrest the secretion to 
some extent, lessen the night perspiration, make the pulse fuller and slower, and 
somewhat relieve the cough; the appetite also improved. In all the stages of con¬ 
sumption, and under other circumstances in the disease, except those mentioned, 
the naphtha did positive harm. It had no effect whatever on the tubercular dis¬ 
ease. 

Dr. Golding Bird declared that there never was a greater delusion than to sup¬ 
pose that naphtha was a remedy for consumption. He had employed it, with all 
the care and caution recommended by its advocates, and he had never found it of 
service. The fact was simply this: the pyro-acetic spirit acted in chronic bron¬ 
chitis just as did other hydro-carbonates, and no better. The tar-water of Bishop 
Berkeley had a great reputation in its day, as had also the Barbadoes tar; the 
fetid gums belonged to the same class, and they all acted as stimulating expector¬ 
ants to the bronchial membrane. In phthisis, when a cavity was present, much 
of the cough and expectoration depended on the condition ot the bronchial mem¬ 
brane; and hence the origin of the good effects of this vaunted remedy. To say 
it cured or arrested consumption was a mere delusion. All practitioners must 
have observed that any new remedy, from the confidence excited in the patient, 
did good for a time, in chronic phthisis. Dr. Bird then showed the fallacy of the 
grounds on which naphtha had been established in temporary fame, and alluded 
to the singular circumstance, that its greatest, and certainly its most scientific, ad¬ 
vocate, had died of consumption, his favourite remedy having been persevered in 
to the last. 

Mr. Hird detailed the particulars of some cases of phthisis in which he had 
been induced to try the effects of the pyro-acetic spirit. In no case did he see any 
benefit from its use. It must not be supposed, however, that the supporters of 
naphtha employed this remedy solely; as extensive counter-irritation over the 
chest, iron, acetate of lead, and digitalis were employed at the same time, so as 
to make it difficult to determine which remedy really tlid good or harm. 

Mr. A. Fisher related some cases of phthisis in which the remedy seemed to be 
of much service; but there appeared to be considerable obscurity in the diagnosis 
in these instances. 

Dr. Wiltshire had given the remedy in a great number of cases of phthisis. It 
always-did harm, and produced nauseaand vertigo alter having been administered 
for a period of a week or ten days. In one case of very doubtful character, it ap¬ 
peared to be of temporary service.— Lancet, Jan. 15, 1848. 

13. New Treatment of Coryza. —M. Deschamps recommends snuffing up the nos¬ 
trils every two hours, a solution of opium in water (10 cen'igrammes ol the former, 
to 20 grammes of the latter), as an effectual cure for coryza. If resorted to at 
the commencement, the disease is at once suppressed. In a more advanced stage, 
the nasal secretion is suppressed alter two insufflations; and if the inflammation 



